Cycling evokes a varied range of
emotions: joy, bliss, determination,
accomplishment and sometimes sorrow
for those who've been lost.

Two artists and their two assistants
teamed with eight high school students
and two voluteers to capture all of those
emotions into a new piece of public art
they've called the “Bike Church” on Main
Avenue, just north of St. Mary’s.

Artists Joe O’Connell, of Creative
Machines and Blessing Hancock lead the
group in building the structure.

“We wanted to go with a familiar
shape for this,” Hancock said. “We didn’t
want to build a ‘bike church’ and have
people look at it trying to see the church
part of it. So we looked at old
schoolhouses and churches as our
models to take from with this. The church
was the perfect form to take for this
because that kind of embodies all the
emotions we hoped it would evoke.”

The one-of-a-kind bicycle art, shade
structure and memorial installed in mid
August is 21-feet tall, has a base of 12 feet
by 14 feet and is built nearly entirely out
of old bike parts purchased from BICAS,
Bicycle Inter Community Action and
Salvage. The parts were pieces that could
no longer be used by BICAS to build bikes

“It was this pile of junk basically,”
Hancock said. “There is something to be
said for taking something that had a
previous use and using it to make art. It
was very interesting to work with.”

At night the church is lighted with
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from old, unusable bike parts, was

high school students.

Bike Church, made up almost exclusively

completed in eight weeks by two artists,
two assistants, two volunteers and eight

bicyclists and pedestrians. The
pathway will extend along a corridor
that was once used by the railroad,
from north of downtown Tucson,
through the City of South Tucson to
the Kino Sports Complex. The
preliminary plan for the route was
drawn up in 2005; no completion date
has been given.

The multi-cultural, multi-
denominational, walk-in structure
will serve as a celebration of cycling
as well as a shrine for fallen local
cyclists. The community is
encouraged to hang pictures and
other mementos with magnets on the

structure.

“We don’t want it to be solely a
memorial site,” O’Connell said. “But
we understand that will be an
important aspect of it to the
community.”

Because of its size, the students

two solar powered lights, one in a
chandelier made from bicycle gears.
The project was made possible by a
$50,000 grant from the Pima Association
of Governments (PAG) for an eight-week

summer youth employment art program.

did not see the finished product until
it was assembled on site.

“It looks amazing,” said Johnny
Galvez, one of the student artists. “I'm
definitely going to bring people by here
and show them. I mean, I helped make
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Elizabeth Raskob, another student
artist, was extremely excited to work on
an art project celebrating cycling. Each
student created his or her own stained
glass window with cut steel around the
top of the structure. Raskob created hers
to resemble an eye.

“Bikes have really opened up my eyes
to a lot of things in the world I wouldn’t
have seen without them,” she said. “Itis a
wonderful thing.”

City of Tucson Councilwoman Regina
Romero spoke to gathering of nearly 75
people, many on bikes, who came out for
the celebration of the installation of the
piece.

“This is a statement piece,” she said
afterward. “We want it known that cycling
is very important in Tucson and our
region and we support it. This was also an
investment in our community and in our
youth.”

“I'm so glad the cycling community
came out to support the unveiling of this,”
Hancock said. “We really want the cycling
community to embrace it.”

Her hope was that in time, as friends
get together for a ride, one might just say,
‘meet me at Bike Church."2=——"

this and it is going to be here forever.”
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“We were chosen for the project and
we interviewed and selected the eight
students,” O’Connell said. “While those
students had an aptitude for art, most of
what they had created was two
dimensional drawing or painting and art
was also something they did on their own,
so we spent some time team building and
working on projects together.”

PAG had requested the theme of the
project be cycling, but the rest was up to
the team.

“We were looking at several sites for
the project and once this site was chosen,
it's such a large site, we knew we couldn’t
do anything small because it would be
lost,” O’Connell said. “We knew it had to
be big.”

The site was chosen partially because
it is along a main route into downtown for
commuters, and also because it’s the site
of a future park in the Barrio Anita
neighborhood. It will also be a
starting/finishing point of the planned
El Paso and Southwestern Greenway, a
City of Tucson and Regional
Transportation Authority project that
will be a six-mile multi-use path for

The artists and the students who built Bike Church. From left: Blessing Hancock, teaching
artist; Serena D'lppolito, student; Elizabeth Raskob, student; Mosade Virgil, student;
Martin Gonzalez, student; Rian Romero, student; Leah Edwards, student; Johnny Galvez,
student; and Joe O'Connell, teaching artist. Team members not shown: Sheila Leftwich,
student; Elliot Hart, assistant and volunteers Jonathan Katz and Kip Perkins.

That's our biz.

Phones.

The Future of Internet and Telephone Services

Call Today to Find out How to Save $$$
on Your Business Telephone Service!

Local, LD, International & More
IP-Based Phone Equipment Available

Dramatically Increase Productivitity at a
Fraction of the Cost

Y

DakotaPro.niz

The Future of intefiet and Telephane Serdoe

"

Converged Voice and Data Specialists

Experience the 24/7 LOCAL DakotaPro
Difference

September/October 2009

Tail Winds Page 23




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [792.000 1008.000]
>> setpagedevice


